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The document - Titled York Minster Masons' Ordinances, it is part of a series of manuscripts written on parchment 
which are presently held by the library of the Cathedral; and was written in old English; as reproduced in The Fabric 
Rolls of York Minster, a book published in 1859, with this mention: 
"On the 31st of October, 1370, Master Robert de Patrington, and twelve other masons, came before the Chapter, and 
swore to observe these rules, in the following term: Lordes, if it be your wyles, we grant for to stand at our werkes 
truly at our power," etc. 

THE YORK ORDINANCES 
(1370) 

 
Unpublished translation from medieval English. 
Translation Ed. MAZET. 
Excerpt from Knoop and Jones. The Mediaeval Mason. 

It is ordered by the Chapter of the Church of Saint Peter of York(1) that all Masons that shall work in the works of the 
same Church of Saint Peter shall: 

From Michaelmas day [September 29] to the first Sunday of Lent, be each day in the morning at their work in the 
lodge,(2) which is provided for the Masons at work within the area at the side of the aforesaid church, at as early an 
hour as they can clearly see by daylight to work. 

And they shall stand there faithfully working at their work all day after that, as long as they can clearly see to work, if it 
is a full day of work; otherwise until high noon is struck by the clock, when a holiday falls at noon, except within the 
aforesaid time between Michaelmas and Lent. 

And at all other times of the year they may dine before noon if they wish, and also eat at noon where they like, so 
long as they shall not remain away from their work in the aforesaid lodge, at any time of the year, at dinner time, more 
than such a short time that no reasonable man shall find fault with their remaining away. 

And in the time of eating at noon they shall, at no time of the year, be absent from the lodges, nor from their aforesaid 
work, over the space of an hour; and after noon they may drink in the lodge, and for their drinking time, between 
Michaelmas and Lent, they shall not cease nor leave their work beyond the space of time that one can walk half a 
mile.(3) 

And from the first Sunday of Lent until Michaelmas they shall be in the aforesaid lodge at their work at sunrise and 
remain there truly and carefully working upon the aforesaid work of the church, all day, until there shall be no longer 
than the time that one can walk a mile before sunset, if it be a work day, otherwise until the time of noon, as was said 
before; except that they shall, between the first Sunday of Lent and Michaelmas, dine and eat as beforesaid, after 
noon in the aforesaid lodge. [and in the afternoon they will be able to drink and take a nap in the lodge.] 

And they shall not cease nor leave their work in sleeping time exceeding the time in which one can walk a mile, nor in 
drinking time after noon beyond the same time. 

And they shall not sleep after noon at any time except between Saint Elemnes [Saint Helena, probably May 3] and 
Lammas Day [St. Peter in Chains-Day, August 1]. (4) 

And if any man remain away from the lodge and from the work aforesaid, or commit offense at any time of the year 
against this aforesaid ordinance,(5) he shall be punished by an abatement of his wages, upon the inspection and 
judgment of the Master Mason. And all their times and hours shall be governed by a decree established therefore. 

It is also ordered that no Mason shall be received at work on the work of the aforesaid church unless he is first tested 
for a week or more as to his good work; and if after this he is found competent for the work, he may be received by 
the common assent of the Master and the keepers of the work(6) and of the Master of Masons. 

And he must swear upon the book(7) that he will truly and carefully, according to his power, without any kind of guile, 
treachery, or deceit; maintain and keep holy all the points of this aforesaid ordinance in all things that affect or may 
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affect him, from the time that he is received in the aforesaid work, as long as he shall remain a hired Mason at the 
work on the aforesaid work of the church of Saint Peter. 

And that he will not go away from that aforesaid work unless the Masters give him permission to depart from the 
aforesaid work. 

And let whoever goes against this ordinance and breaks it against the will of the aforesaid chapter have God's curse 
and Saint Peter's. 

Notes: 
 
1)   The Archbishopric of York, created in 735, has as its cathedral church the Church of St. Peter, the earliest 
remains of which date back to the 12th century; this is known locally as "York Minster." 
2)   The word "Lodge" does not refer here to a shelter or a hut, but rather to the site of the cathedral itself. In York 
(54° north), at the winter solstice, the sun rises around 9 a.m. and sets around 3 p.m. At the summer solstice the sun 
rises around 3 a.m. and sets around 9 p.m. The Saint-Michel Day is September 29. 
3)   Oddly enough, the time of walking half a mile (or mile) in distance becomes a temporal measure of work or rest. 
4)   The Lammas Day was in England in medieval times the feast day of the new bread, made with wheat from the 
harvest that had just taken place. That same day, August 1, was celebrated the feast of St Peter's Chains - a feast 
motivated by the Act of the Apostles (12.7). 
5)   We commonly speak of Ordinances of York, in the plural, but the relevant text refers to a single Ordinance. 
6)   In York, therefore, a particularly important site, there was a magister operis assisted by (probably) two custodes 
operis. 
7)   The Bible. 
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