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A DEFENCE of MASONRY, publilh'd A,_D. 1730.,

Occafion'd by a Pamphlet call'd Ma.fonry Di!Jecied. 

Cu AP. I. AMONG the e�traor�inary Difcoveries of the pref�nt Age, nothing 
has been received with more Delight and Exultation, than a few 

Sheets, written, it fterns, <without Partiality, call'd Mafomy Dij[ef!ed. The GranJ
A,tcret, which has long withl1ood the Batteries of Temptation, that neither Mo
")', the Mailer Key of the Heart, nor good Uqur»-, that unlocks the very Soul,
nor Hrmgrr, that break$ through Stone-Walls, nor Thirft, a fore Evil to a Worki11g 
Ma/011, could bring to Light; has at laft been difgorged tlpan Oath, to the great 
Ealement of a tender Stomach, the eternal Scandal of the Fraternil.)·, and the Good 
of the Public/,. never to be forgottea ! The Defign was no lefs then to difburthen a 
loaded Conftimci,, to acquaint the World, 'lhat never did Jo ridiculous an lmp�lition 
appear a1111mg l',,fa11ki11d; a11d to pre·-vent Jo 1JJany innocent Perfons being drawn into fa 
pernicious a Society! 

What could induce the D�ffellor to take that Oath, or the Magijlrate to admit it, 
lhalJ not at this Time be decided. 

However, I mull giYe the World Joy of fo notable a Difcovery, fo honourable, 
fu cir.cumftantiated ! a mighty Expectation was raifed, and, without Doubt, is won� 
derfully gratified by this Courfe of Anatomy. It mujl be. this, it can he nothing elft : 
It is as ,u;e ah.vay ;,,ppoflrl, a whimjical Cheat /up-ported by great Names to Ji:duct 
Fools, v.:h1J, 011ce gu!fd oul of their Money, keep the Fraud ftcret to tfraw in 
«f.cn. 

I confefs, I cannot come into this Method of Arguing; nor is it , in my Opi-
11 ion, a fuir \lVay of treating a Socfrf.)1, to run implicitly with the Cry, without 
examining whether thefe Reproaches are founded upon any Thing ir. the Myjlery 
(as now reprcfented) either •u:ichd or ritficulous. For that (lupid Imputation of 
d1Ca•wi.'lg in Fools for the Sake of their 11-foney, can have no Weight in the prefem 
Cafe; fince the Fraternity, as it now ftands, confifts principally of Members of 
great Honour and Di1lin.tl:ion, much fuperior to Views fo fordid and ungenerous. 

For once then, let this Defe8io11 contain all the Secret.s of FREE MASONRY;
admit that every Word of it is genuine and literally true, and that the whole Scheme
confifts of no more nor no lefs : Yet under all thefe Conceffions, under ail the Dif
advantages aiid Projudices whate'ver, I cannot but frill believe, there have been lm
pojitions upon Manki11d more ridiculous, and that 1nany ba"'e l,ee11 dr1w,1n inJo a Society 
more pemfrious. 

r would 
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I would not be thought agitated upon this Oc40n, as if I were any \tray con. 

cern'd whether this D~Jetfion be true or falfe ? or whether the Credit of Free IW& 
hry be affe&ed by it or not ? Thefe Confiderations can give me no Trouble. 
Defign is to-addreis to the fenfible and ferious Part of Mankind, by makine 8 few 
impartial Remarks u p n  this D g e & h ,  without contending for h e  Reputation of 
&/.my on the one Hand, or refletling upon the D z W  on the other. 

HE formidable ObjeCtion which has given O h c e  to the 
better Part of Men, is the Copy of the Oath as it lies in the 

D$Lfia. It has been a Matter of Admiration, that fo many Perfons ofgreat 
piety, firit3 Confcier~ce and unlpotted Charzaer, lhould lay themfelves under c0 
foiemn an Obligaricn, under Penalties fo terrible and aitonifhing, upon a Subjelt ii 
trifling and infignificant. 

T o  obviate this ObjeRion, I obferve ; that the End, the Moral and P u m  .& 
MAsorj  RY, as defcribed in the Dzfi-Ftion, is roJulduc our Pafions, not to do our 
Will ; to maRe a daily Progrc/z in a laudable -4rt 3 to promote Moralit:!, Charity, 

Fe/lafiip, good Natrrrc and Hrlmanity. This appean to be the Subjonce, let 
the F m  or Vehiclr be ever fo unaccountable. 

As for the Terms relating to Arcbitetture, Geometry and Mathematirks, that a= 
&fperled throughout the D@3'i3n, it mould he itrange if a Society of fuch a De- 
nomination, could fubfift wholly without them ; tho' they feem (to me at  le&) e~ 
be  rather ~ c r h n i r a ~  and Formal (yet deliver'd perhaps by long Tradition) than eG 
fcntially attached to the Grand DE s I G N .  

Now where is the Impiety, where the Immwali(y, or Folb, for a Numb- of 
Men to form themfelves into a Society, whofe main End is to improve in com- 
mendable Skill and Knowledge, and to promote univerfal Beneficence and the 
foci21 Virtues of human life, under the folernn Obligation of an Oath? And 
This, in what Fom, under what fecret Reitrittkns, and with what innocent Ce- 
rern~nies They think proper ? 

rrhis LiScrty all Incorporate Societies enjoy without Impeachment or Reflefion: 
An &reittire is bcund to keep the Secrets of his 1CIaJer, a Freeman is obliged 
confu!t the Intereit of bic Company, and not to profiitutc in common the Mj@- 
rier of his Trnde : Secret Cmmittees and Privy Couacils are iolemnly enjoin'd not to  
publiih abroad their Debates and Rerolutions. There appears to be fomething like 

(as the DzflBor defcribes it) in all regular Societies of whatever Denomi- 
-tion: They are All held together by a Sort of Cement, by Bonds and Laws &at 
are peculiar to each of them, from the Higheit to the little Clubs and Ni htly 

of a private Neighbourhmd. There are (lath$ adminiker'd, and kr. 
times olemn Obligations to Secrecy : T h r e  are a M A s T E K, two ditfat~end, 
and a Kumber of Af$'anfs, to make what the Dzfi~or may call (if he pleafes) 
;? perfeB Loa'gc in the City-Corn . There is the Degrce of Enter'd I'rerlrirrr, 
Mafier of his Trade, or lil(mu C?;: and Madrr, o: the Maj?er of the Company 
~ h z r e  are Conjitztions and Ordem, and a luctctve, a gradual Enjoymellt of 
afices, according to the feverd Rules arrrl Limitatiam of Admigin. 

F f But 
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~ u t  it i, nplyrd, that the general DeAgn of kfafm may bc mmendabte, ar at a IeaR innocent, 2nd yet he carried on to the fame A vantage without the Solemnity 

,$ an Oatb, ef'pecially preffed under filch dreadful Penalties. 
I n  adwer, f obferve, t at the .@yJion is not whether the Purpofe of Mafmpy 

may as well be ferved without an 0a:b ? But whtth~r an Oath, in the pre/nrt Caj,  
and ,?Jay be taken w'tb a good Cajience? And to folve this Difficulty I 

h a l l  introduce the Opinion of B@q S A N D  E R S O  N, the mofi 
I)c Obligatione Ju- 

ramenti l'r?ek& 3. 
Sea. r 5. 

judiciousCafviR that ever treated upon the Subjea of Oath,; 
who fays, Wibm a fling is  not by ay Precept or Interdi8, 
Di.rrine or Human, o dele? min'd; but p ~ r y  Man, pro hic RE 
nunc, may at his d yoice edo or not do, as he ees expedient; Let 

bin do what be wilf, be innetb not, I Cor. uii. 36. A iFCaiw~uIdlwear r /if1 
h;s tnlcifto Titius, or to f eqdlim an hundred Gobwns : The Anfwcr is brief, an Oatb 
in t h i ~  Ca/e is  both lawful at~d binding. 

NOW I would know what Precept, Dhirre or Human, has any way determin"d 
upon the Contents of the Dip ion  P And whether tlie general Deiign of Maj? , 
IS there b id  down, is not a t  leaR of equal Benefit and Jmportance to the ~ u b l ~ c f ,  
with the lending of an hundred Crowns to a private Man I T h e  Anfwers to thek 
@eitions are obvious, and the Confequence is equally plain, that an Oatb upn 
the Sub'et? f Mnfmty i s  at feaj? juJifiabrlr and lawful. 
As k r  the Terror of the Fmaby, the World, upon that OMTon, is mmmody 

miftaken ; for the Solemnity of the 00th does not in the leait add to the Obliga- 
tion ; or, in other Wards, the Oath is equally binding without any Penalty at all. 
T h e  fame CafuiR has this Fxprelfion : A Solemn Oath of i v e h  and in its o;wn Nc- 

ture, il ivot 7 m  06l;~atot-y than a Simple One ; becauj the Ob- 
a r w b  prec~ cly from This, that God is immked, as a Wih)  

and Rwmga, no k/s in a Simp T e Oath than irt the /ohm and corporal; for thc In- 
vocation is ma& preci/rly by the Pron~ufciation o f  tbe ~ m d s  (whicb is tbe /amc botb 
in the fimple and folemn) and not by any co+po~'af Motiorr or cmconitant Sign, i~ 
which ths Sdemnity of tk Oath r m t ~ .  

I write to intelligent Readers, and therefore thiv Citation wants not to be ex- 
plain'd. 

But further, if the Oath in the D~&?ion be taken by all Mafmr upon their Ad- 
million, no Member of the Fraternity, upon any Pretence whatibever, dares via- 
late the Obligation of it, without incurring the Guilt of Perjury ; even fuppofig 
that Ma/.t~t-y were mwe trifling and indierent, than in the Di&&ion i t  may ap- 
pear to be. And therefore if the Condua of the Dge8or has itagger'd the Con- 
fciencc of any one of the Brotherhood, concerning the Obfewation of thor Oath ; 
and bas induced him to trifle and play with the Force of it, I h o p  he will defiit 
ktimcs, leit he becomes aCtually fodworn. 
Pralet?. 4. SeCt. I I This Cafe is tbus determined by the b e  CafuiR, A% 

dinding k i n  Voluntaly ; 6ccaaj tbn.  i~ aj?raitlrr 06- 
$atioa t h  that w&b wc tahc wiffTry u p  or$1ves. And in another PLP 
&I&. 3. Sen. I 4 the &fa is mas pMicular, vb&n a lklhttr is fi triwid 

tbat 
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tht it ;J not qwtb th Deliberation gr? w> Alan, mr muttm a Strea  o h c t h  fi 

w mt riolu ; as to reach u a Chip or to rub one's Beard ; or fPr tlq Sbgh/t 
r f t b  Mktter is not n~uch to be $Ptnld; a$ to give a Boy an Apple, o r  to lend a Pin ; 
a,, Oatb ir bindimg in n Matter of the 1.a) Mmmt: Becauj weigh and trivia1 
Thing, 6au a like Re&? mnto Tml a?rd FalalOlwd ; Ad fartber, pecauP r n q  
PArtyj,uearing is bound to pevform all he grom;/dd as  far as  be is able, and as far as 
it is lawful: But to give nn Apple to a BOY ir both poflble and lawful ; bc il b o d  
t&errfPre to p e f m  it, be wght to fu&l bis Oath, 

A V I N G taken OR the Weight of the great Objeltion, the 
of this Chapter ia to remove an Imputation, which has 

great Confidence, wiz. Ibe Principles and the whoh Fratm 
' ~ . ~ e ~ g  weak and ridiculous, that it rep&. upon Mm of the ieajt 

Undeflanding to be concern'd in it! And now, Cay the merry Gentlemen, it  a pears 
evidently to be fo b the DzJenim, which difcovers nothing hut an unintel igibk 
Heap of St& an d Jargon, without common Sede or Conceaon. 

P 
I confefs I am of another Opinion ; tho' the Schmc of Ma-, as asveal'd by 

the DiJiffor, leems liable to Exceptions : Nor is it To clear to me as to be fully 
underi'tood a t  firR View, by attending only to the literal ConRndtim of the 
Words: And for-aught I know, the Sdem, as taught in the regular Ladger, may 
have fome Redundancies or DefeRs, occaiionld by the Ignorance or Indolence of 
the old Members. And indeed, confidering through what Obkurity and Dark- 
neis the Myjery has been deliver'd down ; the many Centuries it  has funrived ; 
the many Countries and Languages, and Seas and Parties it has nin through; 
we are rather to wonder it ever arriv'd to the prefent Age, without more Im- 
perfeEtion. In  fhort, I am apt to think that M A S O N R Y  (as it  is now explain'd) 
has in lome CircumRances declined from its ori inal Purity ! I t  ha. run long 
in  muddy Streams, and as it  were, under ~ r o u n f :  But notwithitanding the gmt 
Rufi it  may have contrabed, and the forbiddin Light it  is placed in by the 
Czfeaor, there is (if I judge right) much of t f e old Fabrick Rill remainin ; 
the e h i a l  Pillars of the Building may be difcouer'd throu h the ~ u b b i k ,  
tho7 the Superfiru&ure be over-run with Mo6 and Ivy, ancf the Storm, by 
Length of Time, he disjointed. And therefbre, as the bufto of an old  HER^ 
is of great Value among the Curious, tho' it has loR an Eye, the Nole, or t h e  
Right Hand ; fo M A S O N R Y  with all its Blemifhes and Misfortunes, inRead of  
appearing ridiculous, ought (in my humble Opinion) to be receiv'd with ibme 
Candour and EReem, from a Veneration to its Antipity. 

I was exceedingly pleas'd to find the Dzre@or lay the Original Scene of  Ma- 
J , y  in the EAST, a Country always famous for Symbolical Learning Tupportd 
by Scrrcc I could not avoid immediately thinking of the & ECY PT I A N  S, who 
conc&.IY;he chief f g e r i e ~  of their Religion under Sigt~~ and S'mhoh, caaQd 
8jteroQLtpwcs :. an? fo y e a t  was their Regard for Silmco and S m y ,  hat they 

F f  1; had 



( 2 2 0  1 
%id Llra~L~es'Drorurn, had a Deirjl catI'd H A  KPOCRATE s, whom thq, refpc&ed 
a Yi~~rntio Chartavio. with peculiar Honour ad Veneration. A learned Author --- I 
h given us a Uelctipt~ori of this Idol, thus; I ~ A R P O C R A T E S  the God pf Silence 
W L S  fbrmd with Bir Right Hand phced near tbc Heart, cwer'd with a Skin 
hfiw, .full P Eyes and &rs ; to jgniJL 4~ thiz, t6at many 7hi1'gs arc to 6e jen  
and beard, t ut Iittlc to &e*inr. A d  among the f m e  People, their great God- 
dr/; 1 IS (thz / h e  ns MIALRVA, the Go&J o f  Strergth and Wifdom, among 
the Greeks) bad ohway, the In;~ge of a Sphinx placed in the Entrance of ber 
%n&s ; becnrfi their Secrets h u l d  Je pre/emed d m  facred Caterings, that they 
mi ht be kept from the ,Gm.c.!dgc of the Vulgar, as rnuc,b as the Riddles o f  
sPiinx ! 

PYTHACORAS, by tmve!ling into Epypt, became inffru&ed in the Mflm'csof 
that Nation ; and here ke laid the Foundation of all his Syrnh~lical Learning. The 

feveral Writers t h ~ t  h ~ v e  mention'd this Phi- 
lc#plvr, and iven an Account of his Sert and 
Inflitntions, %ive convinced me fully, that 

b ~r fi &ON UY, u pub!~m'd by the fiJe8ocB is very nearly allied to the old 
Pytha3o;can Diiupline ; from whence, I am perfivaded, it may, in Come Circum~ 
fiance.,, very juRly claim its Defcent. T o  mention a few, 

Upon the Admiifon of a Difciple, he was bomd by a /ihm Oath to a n d  
the MjJ+ries from the Vulgnr and Uninitia:cd. 

TL-e pimipal and my? eficaciars of their D&rines w m  (fays JAMBLICHVS) 
atr Rept Secret among thPm/iz~es ; they wtre continued unwritten, and pr./emed on& 
6 Men~oty t o  tbcir Sutceflors, to - ~ h m  thfy k/iwerld them U I  Myiteries of tbe 
~ O C I S .  

They rmetj id with me mtbcr by Signs, and had particular Words which thgr 
rttcived upon their. Adm$on, and which were prejmcd with reat Rewcrnzce, as the 
D#i&ian of their St& : For (it is the hejud;cious Remark of LIE R 7 1 U S )  as Gene - 
rulr u/c Watch-Words t o  drj?iqu@ their m n  Soldiers from O&ers,/o it ir ptopcr to cm- 
n;urricat# to  the Initiated, pculiar Signs and Words, as Lj?i&ive Marks of Q 

Society. 
The PY T HACO R E  A N  s profeffed a great Reprd for what the Direno+ calls the 

f iur  Principles of M A S O N R Y ,  &. A Poa'nt, a Line, a Supet$cies, and a Solid ; 
and particularly held that a SQJARII was a very proper Emblem of the Diwin4 
G~TPRO c LU s in Euc/id. EJence ; the Godr, they fay, who are the Autb~ a f ~ v n y  
Lib. I 1.  Def. z. & 34. - I 1 bing #abd/Ihcd in Wifdom, Strength and Beauty, me 
uut imp+opcrb rpejtmtetcby the F&~re of a Squarc. 

Many more Inftances might be produd, would the Iimits of my Defign admit : 
fhall only obferve,that there was a FaI/eRrot6cr, one HIPPAR- 

of this SeA, who, out of Spleen and Difappointment, 
his Oatb, and committed the Secrets of the Society to 

I~r i i ; l l f i ,  in Order to bring the Do&ine into Contempt: He WAS himediately ex- 
pWd the Sdmol, as a Perion moft infamous and abandon'd, as one dead to all 

Senk 
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of Virtue and GaodneTs ; and the Pythapeans, according to their CuRom, 

made a Tomb for him, as if he had been aEtually Dead. The Shame and Dikrace, 
that jufily attended t h i  Violation of his Oath, &threw the poor Wretch into Fit 
of Madneis and Defpair, fo that He cut his Throat 2nd periih'd by his own H a d s  ; 
and (which furprized me to find) his Memory was Co abhorred after Death, @e 
his Body lay upon the Shore of the Ifland of Sums, and had no other Burial than in 
the Sad i  o f  the Sca ! 

The Es r E N E s among the Jews were a Sort of Pytbegareans, and correfpnded, 
in inally Particulars, with the PraCtice of the Fratem&, as deliver'd in the DI? 
&%on. . For ~xamile .  

When a Perion defired to be admitted into their Society, he was to pa6 through 
T-LUO Ogrees of Probation, before he codd be perfea Mailer of their M+s. 
When lie was received into the Clais of Nwiccs, he was prefented with a White 
Garment ; and when he h ~ d  been long enough to give iome competent Proofi of 
his Sec~ecy and Yirtue, he was admitted to further Knowledge : But itill he went 
on with the Trial of his Integrity and good Manners, and then was fully taken 
into the Society. 

But before he was received as an eitabliih'd Member, 
he was firit to bind hiinfelf by folemn Obligations and 
Profefions, l o  do Jujicc, to  A0 no Wtag, to Keep Fait 
with ali Men, to embrace the Truth, to keep bis Hands 

PHI LO de Vita Con- 
templativa. Jo s E PHU s 
Antiq. lib 8. cap. 2. 

cleaufim ~hef f  and fraudultnt Dealing ; noho concealfiom his Fellmu gmfifir5 n y  of 
the Myiteries, nor cmmnunicatc any of them to the Profane, tho' i t f in ld  be to /avc 
&is Life ; t~ deliver nothing but what. he receiurd, and to enaeavo~r to  p4-e the 
Principh that he pfeflcs. T h  eat drink at thr Jame Common Zabb ; and 
the Fraternity tbat come fm 9 ethcr Place are /urr tc be reccived there. Thg 
meet t~gether in an Affembly, und the Ri ht Hand is Mupn the Part betwern the 5 Chin and the Breait, while the left  Han i~ let dwm Jraight by their Si&. 

The CABALISTS, another Set3, dealt in hidden and myfieriouu Ceremonies. 

I 
-- 

The Jews had a great Regard for this Science, and Vid.-BASNAGE'S Hilt. of the 
thought they made uncommon Difcoveries by means Jews, on CABALA. 
of it. They divided their Knowiedge into Speculati4e 'C o LLI E R'S Di&iomry on 
and Operative. DAVID and SOLOMON, they fay,\ the W~+Cabala. 
were exquiiitely fkill'd in it; and no hody at  firR prefumed to commit i t z  
Writ*g: But (what feems moll to the prefent Purpofe) the Perfdtion of their 
Skill coniiiled in what the Dflet;frn calls Letteriq of it, or by ordering the 
Letters of a Word in a particular Manner. 

The laR Inftance I ihall mention is That of the * I DRUIDS in our owvn Nation, who were the only 
PricPJ among the antient Britm. In their Solem- lib. 6. 

nities they were clothed in White ; and their Hibry of Bdtain* 

monies always ended with a good Feu). POMPOM I u s Book I. Chap. 4. 

ME LA relates of 'em, that tbrir Science was on4 an e . ~ ~ t  ~ irlrmory ; j o t  tho 
w t c  down nothing, curd thy newer faitd to repeat many Vedes, which t h y  

received 
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w t e i ~ d  by  Tradition. CJESAR obferves, that Thy bad a Head w C H ~ X F ,  &J 
f0~1creign P m w  : 7hi1 Prdldent exerci/Cd a Sort of Excmnnrmirat~n, art&,# wj,h 
d&ad ul Penalties, f i b  ar tit& diryu&ed w pfaned thrir My)wies. 
T l us, with reaibnable Allowance for DiRance of Time, Place, and other inter- 

medizte Accidents, the preceding CdlcAian~ difcover ibmething, at baa, lik+ Ma- 
+, if the Difliaion contains any fuch Tlung. 

Hatever Rflet7ionr may attend the few Remarks that Mlow 
in this Chapter, ariiing either from an Overflow of Wit, or 

ill Na-, I hall be unconcern'd, and leave them wholly to the Mercy of the 
jkious Reader ; only deGring them to remember that no more ought in any Cafe 
to be expdkd, than what the Nature of it will reahnably admit. I own freely, 
I lrceived a great Pleaiure in dle&ing, and was frequently firpriz'd at the Diico- 
veries that muR evidently occur to an obierving Eye. 

The Conformity between the Rites and Principles of f i J ~  (if the Dven ia  be 
true) and the many CuRom and Curmonies of the Antients, mufi give Delight to a 
yedon of any Taite and Curiofity ; to find any Remains of Antique Uia and 
Learning preferved by a Sorkty for many Aps, without Bmks or Wn'tiy, 6 era[ 
ITI-nnition only. 

I. The N r d c r  THRES is frequently mention'd in the DzreAim; and I find 
that the Antients, both Grm.4~ and Latins, profened a great Veneration for that 
P_ Number. THBOCRITUS thus introduce a Perlbn who dealt in Cecret Jd#. ~ . l  Arb. - 

'F4 q r t  k~ouwd~*ba, 4 Tprr 7kbe . a ; ~ v r &  @ore6 ! 

Ihn'ce, Thrice Ipour, and thrice repeat my Cbarmr .f 

Owid Metam. lib. 7.1 Verbaque Ter dixit : Thrice be repeats the Wwds. 

N& tribus Nodjs temos, Amarille, colores. 
J'irg. Ed. 8.1 Tbree Coiours in 'Three k b t s  unite. 

Whether this Fancy owes its Original to the h'bzbct THREE, becaufe containing 
a Be imring, Midab and End, it kerns to iigoify AIlThing in the World; or 
vhctfer to the Eiteern the Pytbagoreanj and other PbiIo/~pbcrs had for it, on Ac- 
count of their TRIAD or TRINITY ; or laifly (to mention no more Opinions) to 
its Apmefs to Ggnify the Power of all the Godr, who were divided into Three Glufles, 
Crlrpid, Iew#rial and I~~femul; I hall 1e;rve to be determin'd by Others. 

The Gods had a particular Efieem for this Number, as Virgil a r t s .  

&log. 8.1 Numoo Dew impare gaudet. (Tnepd Xmdmpla j  the God. -- 
We find T H R ~  E fatal &yers, THREE FWjCJ, THREE Names and Appearances of' 
Diana. Tria Virginis On Dianz, The dgkmt Fmtxz &es chapc Diana boar. 
Virgil. Eneid. lib. 4. 

The 
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The Sons of Saturn, among whom the Empire of the World was divided, - 

TH RE B : And for the fame Reafon we read of Ju P I TH R'S Fulmen or rdm. 
fwked Tbunderbolt ; and of NE PTU N E'S Trident, with feveral other Tokens of the 
Veneration they bore to this particular Number. 

11. A particular Ceremony belonging to the Oatb (as declared by the D$na) 
bears a near Relation to a Form of Swearing among the Antient~ =ntion7d by a 
iearned Author The P v / a  w h  took the Oatb, uws to be upon - -  - 
his bare Knees with a naked Sword piztcd to his Throat, I Alexander ab Alexandto 

i d i u g  tbe Sun, Moon and Stam to be WiheJe~ to thr Lib. V cap. 10. 

Truth o f  what he . k""' 111. A Part o f t  e MA s o N s Cattcb+ has given Occafion to a great deal of idle 
Mirth and Ridicule, as the moR trifling and defpicable Sort of Jargon that Men 
of common Senfc ever fubmirted to. The Boite Box and the T i  Lirtr has given 
\vonderful Diverfion: I think there are fome Vedes in the lafi Chapter of the 
Book of Ecclfli/tes, which in fome Manner refemble this Form of Expreffion : 1 
ihall traniaibe them with the Opinion of thc Learned u p n  them, without making 
any particular Application, wiz. 

In the Day when the Keepen of the Hz+ / Ian  tr& i 
and the Grinders ccaj, bccauj thy are few ; nnd th+ that 
lo& out at the W i n h s  be Aarhcd; a d  the Doors Fall bc p 1 4 r  zrr toe Streets ; 
when the Somd of the Griftdins ir h u  ; and he P n f i  ri/E up at the Voice of the Bird; 
and all tbe Daughtetv fl Mujck fiaZf be brorght lm : Or ewer the SiLver Cord k 
leojd ; or :be GoMm Bocd be brolen ; or the Pitcher be broken at the Forntain ; 
w the Wheel broken at tk C@rn ! 

The Expofi tors upon there Verb are alnioiI unanimous in their 
Opinion, that they ought to be thus explain'd, &. The PTeepers 
of the Houk are the ShouZders, Arms and Hand5 of an human Body ; 
the Qjinttm are the Geth ; tbofe that look out a;h;h;tE:;i 
b o b s  are the two E p ;  the lbootg are the Lipz ; 
are the Mouth ; the B O I ~ ~ D  of the QGriaatng is the No@ of 

' 

Biih. SnrirJ* 
E t ~ z ~ , ~ ,  in 

&'- 

the Voice; the a d ~ ~  of the %arb is the Crcwi~tf of the Cock ; t ie  fDnwgt)ters 
of @ufftk are the t.wo Ears ; the biiber Cora is the String of the Clngue ; 
the @oibcn S o b i  is the Pia Mater; the @rtct)m at the J o u n t ~ f n  is the 
Heart, the Fountain of Lifc; the P;U£pi is the Great Artery; and the QCietcrn 
is the Lef) Pentricle of the Heart ! 
IV. There could not poflibly h?ve heen Jevifed a more fignifiant Token of 

Love, Frieudihip, Integrity and Honefly, than the Joinitg of the RIGHT HAND?, 
a Ceremony made ufe of by all civilized Nations, as a Token of a iithfal and 
true Heart. FIDES or FidcLg was a Deity among the Antie~lts, of which a 
learned Writer has given us this Delcription, Yiz. Chartarirrs in lib. ut fupra. 
p;oper Rejience fFaith or Fidelity .runs thought to be 
irt the Right Hand, and tkefore this Deity finetimes was rrprejttted by Two Right 
Hands Joined together ; /metimes by two little Images ihaking each the Other's 
Right Hand; fa that the Right Hand war the Antimts d?cmed as a Thing 
S a d  And agreeable to this are thofe Expreffions in Yirgil, Eneid. JV. 

E c 
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3, D m a  F;df/9ut ! as i f  haking by the Right Hand was an inreparable Token 
of an hone8 Heart. And rZEneid. I. 

cur Dextra: jungere Dextram 
Non datur, & veras audire & reddere Voces ? 

that is, Whyficuki we not join Right Hand to  Right Hand, and hear and JeaA athe 
rrrtb. - b ail Conira8r and Agreementr (fays Archbifhop POTTER, 
Vo'. I. p g .  z5'.I in his ~ n t i ~ i i t i e s  of Greece) i: war +a1 to tale Each 0 t h  Jy 
the Right Hand, That being the Manner ofplighting Faith. And this was done 
either out of Re(@ to the Number Ten, as Come fay, there being Ten Fingers on 
the Two Hands : or becaufe fuch a Conjunltkm was a Token of and Cm- 
cord; whence at all friendly Meetings they join Hands, as a Sign of the Unirm of 
their Souls. 

It was one of the C~utions o< PYTHAGORAS to his Difciples, Ta4e heedto whom 
you offer your Right Hand! which is thus explain'd by rjrmbif- 

In - pythagr'l L ~ U B .  4aC no Om by tbe Right Hand but thr Initia@d9 that 
is, in thc M@ical Fwm ; for the Vulgar and the Profane are altogether t i 1 p w o ~ t ~  of 
the Myftery ! 

V.  The DtYetToor ffteqently taking Notice of the Number S E V E N ,  I inttantly --- 
Pkmrii,  in ~ e n ~  ( recurred to the old Epyptianz, who held the Number Smen to 

be Sarrcd; more efpecially they believ'd that whilit their Fea8 
of Smen Days laited, the Crorodiles loit their inbred Cruelty : And a e o  a fe r ,  in 
his Defcription of Africa, Lib. VIII. fays, that men in his Time, the C U J ~  of 
&ajling Seven Days and Nights, was Jill u jd  for the h a ~ y  O.v+ing of the 
Nile. The GreeRs and Latins profefed the fame Regard for that Number, which 
might be proved by many Examples. 

VI. The Accident, by which the Body of MaJer HIRAM was found after his 
Death, teems to allude, in Come Circumfiances, to a beautiful Paffige in the 6th 
Book of Vir i t s  Eneids. ancut lea had been dead for hrne Time ; and EN E A s 
his Son p o t f e d  fo much Duty to his departed Father, that he confulted with the 
Cumcm Sibyl, whether it were pofible for him to defcend into the Shadez beim, 
in Order to fpeak with him. The Prophetefi encouraged him to go; hat tqld 
him he could not fucceed, unlefi he went into a certain Place and pluck'd a golden 
Bcugbor Shrub, which he lllould carry in his Hand, and by that means obtain 
Dlre8ions where he hould find his Father. The Words are well tranflated by 
&-en, viz. 

-- Zn the neighbouring Grove 
nere  j'and~ a Tree ; the cueen o f  Stygian Jo v E 
Claims ii her own : Thic.4 WwdJ andg* N2ht 
CaceaZ tbe happy Piant fram mortal Sight ! 
C)M. &ugh it bears, but wadrouz to beboia', 
The dudik Rind a d  Le~rves of Radiut~t Gold; 
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Thiir f r m  tbe -bar Branches mu] be torn* 
And to fair PROSERPINS the P r f k t  born, 
Ere Leave be giwm to tempt the nether Skies 
The firit thur rent, a iecond will ar+, 
And the /am Metal the fame Room &lies. 
5% willing Metal will obcy thy Hand, 
Follwing with Ea/e.- - 

A n  CH r s E s, the great Prefewer of the Trojan Name, could not have been dike- 
ver'd but by the Help of a Rough, which was p~uck'd with great Eafe fro- the 
Tree; nor, it feems, could HIRAM, the Grand ~Upamrtet of MASONRY, have be0.1 
found but by the Direaion of a Shrub, which (fays the Dfle&or) came eaJ4 up. 
The principal Caufe of BN EAS'S Deicent into the Shahs, was ro enquire of his 
Father the Secrets of the Fates, which hould fometime be fulfil19d among his Po- 
iterity : The Occafion of the Brethrens fearching fo diligently for their McJet. 
was, it feems, to receive from him the jcrct Word of Ma/."yy, which lhould be 
deliver'd down to their Fraternig in After-Ages. This remarkable Verie follows, 

Przterea jacet exanimum tibi corpus amici, 
Heu nefcis ! 
7be Body of your Frie~ti licr near you dmd, 
Alas, you know r ~ t  h w  !-- This was 

M r s E N U  s, that was murder'd and buried Mate fib Aerio, un&r nn high liill; 
as (f3ys the D~yeRor) a / I e r  HIRAM was. 

But there is mother Story in Virgil, that flands in a nearer Relation to the Cafe 
of HI R A M ,  and the Accident by which he is faid to have been difcover'd ; which 
is this : P ~ r r w u s  King of Try, in the Beginning of the TrGan War, committed 
his Son +01pt10tu# to the Care of PolymneJm King of Ihraie, and ient with 
him a great Sum of Money: But after Troy was taken, the Ihracian, for the Sake 
of the Money, kill'd the young Prince and privately buried him ; ENEAS coming 
into that Country, and accidentally plucking up a Shrub that was near him M. 
the Side of an H;'l, difcover'd the murder'd Body of ~ O ~ ~ D O ~ U E ,  &mid. 111. 
By Dtyden. 

Not far, a riJing Hillock /rood in Yie.w, 
Sba~p iI3rtles a the Sides and Comels Jprc.w ; 
C/hee while I w t n t  to crop the Sjdvan Scenes, 
And fladt. our Altar with the leafy Greens, 
I pulrd a Plant : With Horror I relate 
A ProAyy /o jtrange and firll o f  Fare! 
Scarce dare I tell the Sequel! From the ~Fm& 
Of wounded Earth, and Caverns af the Tomb, 
A Groan, a$ !f a troubled Ghofi, renew'd 
My Fright ; and then thefe d r e a m  Wordr enficd: 
@hY dq? thau thus rny buried Body rend? 
O &are tAe Corps Of thy unhapp?) Frie~~ld ! 

The Agreement between thefe two Relations is io e x a k  that bate mnts no fur- 
ther IlluRration, 

G g  vii we 



VII. We are told that a Spt-iS of Cafla uns placed b the Brethren at the Head of P HIRAM'S Graw;  which refers to an old Cuitom o thofe Eajem Cbuatries of 
Embalming the Dead, in which Operation CASSIA was dways ufd, efpecially 
in preparing the hkad and drying up the Brsin ; as Hmhtw more partic~~larly 
explains. The Sweet-VJood, Perfumes and Flowers, u i d  about the G r a w  of the 
Dead, occur io frequently in the old Poets, that it would he tcdious to mention 
Metam. lib. I 5 .  ( thcm. Ovid thus defcribes the Death of the P H or N I X. 

Upon a F a 4  Tree fi takes her Re/t, 
And on the hhighe Boa b her fmcral N@ 
Her Beak and 4 dons f uild; then J r e w ~  thean 
Balm, CA s s I A, Spikenard, Myrrh and Cinamon : 
Lay an the fragrant Pile hefeelf fie layys, 
And in confuming O&rs endr her Day ! 

Brother E u c L T D'S Letter to the Author 
Againit unjuft Cavils. 

B Rother Awn~asox ,  &er Thanks for printing the clever DEFENCE, by the 
Advice of cur Brethren, I fend you this Epiitle, to anfwer fome lying 

Cavils. But firit we would acknowledge, that 
Indeed, the Free &/is are much obliged to the generous Intention of the un- 

biafs'd Author of the above Dsfmce: Tho' had he been a Free-Mafm, he had in 
Time perceived many valuable Things fuitable to his extended Views of Antiquity, 
which could not come to the Difeitor's Knowledge; for that They are not intruRed 
with any Brothers till after dne Probation : And therefore fome think the ingenious 
DEFENDER has fpent too much fine Learning and Reafonin upon the foolifh 
D@tfim, that is jvRly defpiIed by the Fraternity, as much a tfe otter pretended 
Diicoveries of their Secrets in publick News-Paperr and Pa pils, all of a Sort ; 
for all of 'em put together don't difcover the profound and ublime Things of old 
M a h , ;  nor can any Man, not a Mafon, make ufe of thofe incol~erent 
Smattenn s (interfpers'd with ignorant Nonienfe and grofs Falfities) among bright 
Brothers, kr any P@ but to be ,aught a t ;  our Cmunicatiom being of a 
quite different Sort. Next, it is well known, 

That the Antiquity and Decorum of our Worihipful Fratenrig have been envied 
by fome, who, very lately, ha\-e coalefced into Societies, in Imitation of the Free- 
Ma[& and fome in Oppofition to them, tho' in vain ; as the &io$magons, 
who foon difappear'd, and Others are going. 

But 
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But tho' we e n y  not the P~)fperity of any Sociely, nor meddle wi& their 

Tradaaions and Charatleters, we have not met with iuch fiir Treatment from 
Others ; nay, evanThofe that never had an Opportunity of obtaining any certain 
Knowledge of us, have run implicitly with the Cry, and without Fear or Wit, 
have vented their Spleen in accufig and condemning us unheard, m q ' d  ; while 
we, innocent and fecure within, laugh only at their grofs Ignorance and i m p -  
tent Malice. 

Have not People in tbrmer Ages, as well as now, alledged that the f i e  
in their Lad'es raife the Delrti in a Circle, and when they have done with him, 

tween the Rmrndi of  a 
too in their Turn. 

Others will {wear to the Cook's red hot Iron or Balamanbw, fm w k i n p  tat in- 
dcI;ble CharaAer a thc new ma& M a h ,  in order to give him the Faraft f fici- 
tmmity ! Sue  Iuch Blades will h a r e  of coming through the Fingers o(tthe Fnr- 

font. 
Some have bafely calumniated the Fratemig as the Bnemics of the FAY R SE X, 

in Terms not fit to be rehears'd, and unworthy of a Reply: But tho' in Lodge 
Hburs Mafons don't allow of Wornens Company (like many other Societies of 
Men) yet they make as good Huhabands as any other Men, according to their 
laudable Charges. 

Others wonder at their admitting Afm of  all Pvfeflons, ReRelgims and Denmina- 
tias : But they don't coniider that fifms are true floacbibat, and require no other 
Denominations, (all other DiAinttions being of YeRerday) if the new Brother is a 
gmd Man and h e  : For Thofe of 'em that don't Audy ArcIn'te~ure, are often ca- 
pable of encouraging the era$, and help to fupport the poor decay'd Brethren. 

Have not fome rigid People been difpleas'd at tbe Admij70n o f  fomc curorih&h 
Men ? But if the Free-Mahs are fometimes deceiv'd about Mens Characters, they 
are not the only PerCons fo deceiv'd : Yet when a Brother is obnoxious to Cenfure, 
if they don't expel him, they endeavour to reform him. However, the C;ratrd 
todgc has taken due Care of That. 

Others complam that t h ~  Maims conh'me too long in the L&e,/pending their Money 
to the Hurt of  their Families, and come h e  too late, nu fmetime~ irrtoxicated wid!  
&pr ! But they have no O w B n  m drink much in &= BW~, ubich are uot 
long; and when the Lodge is clofed (always it?. good Time) any Erother may 
go home when he pleaks : So that if any Aay longer and get intoxicated, it is at 
their own CoR, not as Majns, but as other imprudent Men may do ; for which the 
Fratcmity is not accountable : And rhe Expence of a Lodge is not fo great as That  
of many a private Club. 

Some oskrving that Mafar are not ?nor'* religiow, not more hawing, than other 
Men, are ayongd at rwhat they can 6e :onver/ant about in Lodce Hours! But 
tho' a Lodge is not a School of Divinity, the Brethren are taught the great Leffons 
of their old Reli ion, Mmari'~, Humanity and ri.tsndJip, to abhor Per/Pcutim, 
and to be *raceu%le Subjeh under the Civil Government wherever they irfide : 
And as for uttkr &0:w/eAge, they claim 6s large a Share of it, as other Men in 
their Situation. G g  2 Indeed 
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Inad, the awtient t o d ~ e ~  were fo many Schools or AL'~APIII~CJ for taching and 

improving the Art, of Dflgnittg, erpecially Arrhite811re ; and the prefent Lodges 
are often employ'd that Way in Lodge-Hours, or elfe in other agreeable Converh- 
tion, tho' without Politicks or Pdrty Caufes ; and none of them are ill employ'd, 
have no Tranfa&ions untvorthy of an honeit. Man or a Gentleman, no perjbnal 
Piques, no Qarrels, no Curfillg and Swearing, no cruel Mockings, no o b h n e  
Talk, nor ill Manners : For the noble and eminent Bwtbren are affable to the 
AIeanc/!; and IhE/e are duly rekeftful to their Betters in Harmony and A.oportim ; 
and tho' on the Level, yet aiways within Cm~~pa/r, and according to the Sp~rare and 
Pfnmb. 

Nor can it be denied, that a Frdemhv fo RrongIy cemented, is more eligible and 
fife than mofi Others ; efpecially that there is no Fear of betraying Converfation: 
and that fince Majvzry ha5 been fo much countenanced by Great Men, there have 
been more fine ArshiteDs and more expert Feflm Crafts in Brituin, than, perhaps, - - 
in  all Europe befiics 

This appears by the Rately and regular Rt1i/6nss throughout thefe g n d r ,  fi.om 
the firit Days of the Great 31ttg0 3 0 1 1 ~ 1 ,  tile Enghj'h P A L L A D I O  ; nor is 
the fineTaite abated in this prefent Reign of King G E 0 R G E TI. but is rather 
improved ; witneis the curious Houfe for thc Bank of Etglarrd, the South-Sra 
Houri, the Kont of the En/?-htdia Houfe, the Lord 'Tfilhot's fine Houfe in 
Li~tco/n'c- J;tl-FirIAs, the many flately Fabricfir in the Parilhes of St. George H~~ocer  
and St,iMat:y la ROP~I:~, and many Inore in and about Land011 and N'tj?~nivJcr, and 
other Towns and Cities, befides Country-Seats, raifed in the ,pd old Au  c u  ST A N 

s r l t e  ; and fome alfo dcfign'd only, or begun, as the Lord M A Y  o K of L O V ~ ' ~  
New Palace, the admir:~b:e NCIV Pri& at Jt'$'711itflcr crols tlle Ilanres, &c. all 

difcover the Etglfi M A S O N S  Grnnrf D@fn of rivalling fair fin4 in 
Ar~hiti~Ture, even thofe eminent Rmiurrz of the AUCUL'I A N  B r t l e  mentioned 
Ynrt I. Chap. VII. 

M?y the R O Y A L  ART go  on and profper, and @read itrelf from PO/,. to Polp, 
from EnJ to IT+ ! As it certainly now dws in all polite Nations, in ipitc of the 
jgnonnt and Malicious. I am 

+rom oar cld .I;o(<r, the H o R N, Your true and faithful Brother 
in New Polace-Erd, rlrq?- 
mrrqlet.. this zd Tbw-ir'q, or 
9th NOZ,. in thc I;lr(<~ir. 
Year of M A S O N R Y  5738 C~ICT~U, 
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